AT   HAGLEY    HALL
Johnson's Life of Cowlcy in preparation for my final
chapter on Johnson's Works; and then looking over some
of Cowley's poems in the old 1693 ^° *n ^ library—a
much pleasanter task than I expected. Really some of
them are very good, and all give you the impression of a
man with no ordinary mind—very well read but also the
master of his reading. It is interesting to read the very
first poem—and to feel how natural it was for Johnson to
like it: it expresses so well the feelings of struggling genius
determined to emerge, which no one knew more of than
he. The library here is very pleasant, and I wish you were
in it with me at this moment. Mr. Pope looks down from
above the chimney piece, with his big dog Bounce, by
J. Richardson: Thomson, who was often here, is over the
door, by one Patoun: the picture which Chatham said was
" beasdy like ": West, the translator of Pindar, close by:
marble busts of Homer, Milton, Dryden, etc., over the
bookcases: and a fine marble plaque of old Sam Rogers on
one of the walls. Besides these delights, many delectable
folios and quartos in the shelves: a Shakespeare folio, the
beautiful Baskerville Ariosto and other Baskervilles, etc.,
etc., all very proudly and lovingly cared for by their
present owner, who is a bibliophil and collector in a
modest way—so far as anyone not an American can be
nowadays. Altogether not a bad place, you will agree, for
a wet afternoon—or perhaps for a letter to the last of the
belle-lettristic parsons!. . , I shall probably be back alone
in London for a fortnight about August 20 to try to finish
my abominable litde book1 which I have been struggling
and failing with. I have so little to say that has not been
said a hundred times, and though I love quoting the old
stories it is troublesome work fitting in the transitions from
one to another so that all may seem natural.
... By the way, I have bought a new picture, an oil
by David Muirhead, which you must come and see in the
autumn. It was in the English Art Club show. There
1 The book referred to was Dr. Johnson and his Circle, published in the
Home University Library,

